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Kansas City is poised to
lead in economic justice

BY GG GRAVES.
Special to The Star

Can the solution for
economic justice be best
found in the heart of
America?

We lknow that Kansas
City has been experi-
Encing exciting mozmeil-
rum the last several years.
In fact, some of the most
successful companies with

American political de-
bates. They wete almost
always supported by mem-
bLers of both parties. Then
came the pandemic and
the facus rightly shifted i
the heakth and safety of
our mation. As the pan-
demic tuned 10 endermic
{at igast in our hearts) this
year, the topic of econom-
ic democracy rose again.
Then came Ukraine.

Let's be honest: Some-

the happiest employees thing immediate will al-

here inthe metmpuhm ways grab our interest and

area are

What does this mean ami damoeracy deserves your

how can we lead by exam-  anention now.

ple? Separare work at Boston
The 1opic of economic College, Rutgers and Stan-

democracy isn't new. fust  ford universities all sug-

befare the COVID-19 gest the same: Wealth

pandemic, the ideals of disparity hasz't been this

economic democracy wese
it the spotlight for a shin-
ing moment, a hot topic of

severe in America since
our nation began —a
netan tat dngs distinetly

undenecraric.

In America today, al-
most 30% of all accumu-
Iated wealth is owned by
1% of Americans. Worse,
CNBC and the last census
suggest that 50% of ail
Americans have no sav-
ings at all. And T mean
nothing — dp, zilel, nada.
Many solutions offered 1o
fix this problem are only
shert-term Band-Aids and
do not solve the root

nothing in terms of long-
term, sustainable wealth
creation,

Equal-but-poer is not
the end goal,

Extreme wealth dis-
parity may just be the
matural conclusion of
all-put capitalism, but it is
not in the best fiscal in-
terest of onr nafion. That's
not a left or a right coneli-
sion — it is 2 fiscally con-
servative requirement for
The continuation of eco-
nomic greatness.

Iiave Thomas Jeffer-
son’s prinsiple of econom-
ic democracy. He believed
SCONOMIE SUCCESS Was
possible only if we made

8o, what can fix the
wealth disparity? Employ-
ee stock owmership plans,
or ESQPs. 'm sure Jef
ferson’s favorite compa-
aies would be ESOPs. We
know that when employ-
ees are the owners and e
owners are etnployess,
they're set up for shared
success and shared
swealth. Today, approxi-
mately 7,000 ESOPs exist
in America with around
14,000,000 employee
owners. The succass of
emgployee-owned firms is
pradicrable. They grow
faster, are more produc-
tive, are more profitable
and are almost always

roblem. the American farmer, great places to work.

Charitable help, govern-  manufacturer and fisher- In Kansas City, we may
ment safety pets and Med-  man owners. Tt was the be Amcrica's best town to
icaid ate all critical. Like«  productivity of ownership  incubaie or convert axl
wise, Social Security, pew-  that Jefferson believed existing firm to an ESOP,
sions and $C1(K)s, whils  would allow American Right here, you will
great programs, only cre-  workers to autcompete consistently see great

their countes- les of employ

Somc believe the solurion parts, and % permanently  ownership not oaly work-
is 2 higher minimum chanped cur nation for the  ing for the individual, bus
wage. | support a higher better. also benefiting the Frm.
minimum wage, but all of The same principle can  Prom my personal favor-
these initiztives do Bttleto  — and fioes—worktoday.  ite, Burns & McDonnell,

to other terrific ioeal firmg
such as Black & Veatch,
PBI Gordon, Global Frai-
rie, McCownGordon Con-
struction and a brand-new
mertiber to the ESOP
world — Henderson Engi-
neers — I love seeing the
Kansas City ESOP pool
cantinte to expand.

¥ the Ametican econo-
my wishes to remain a
Elobal competitor, it must
be more emrepreneurial,
more owner-based and its
sticcess mtist be more
democratic.

America always shines
brightest when she cares
the most.

Mere than 90 millon
Asmericans work at firms
‘where an ESOP is possible
and where econgmiic jras-
tice is calling. Consider
this path for your firm,
your employees and a
mote democratic furure
for America

Greg Graves is retired GEQ
of Burws & MeDonnell and
anthor of the rew hoak
“Credte Amazing.”

Walt Disney’s
legacy deserves
commemoration

EY DAN VIETS
Special to The Siar

e lnmdeed yeacs ago,
20-year-old Walt Disney
incorporated his first pro-
fessional Ailm srudia,
Laugh-O-Gram. He
opened it in & building
designed by noted Kansas
City architect Nelle Paters
a 3lst Street and Forest
Avenue.

Film historian and eritic
Lecnard Maltin called
Disney “the most success-
Ful and Influential produe-
et in the history of movie
making.” He personally
earned 32 Academy
Awards, a record which is
unlikaly avet ta be
equaled. He revolutionized
the theme park and resort
industries with his creation
of Disneyland in Cali-
farnia and the plans he
made for Wait Disney
World in Florida.

At Laugh-0-Gram, Walt
created a series of excel-
lent ong-resl, black-and-
white, silent eattoons. He
not only worked at the
Laugh-0-Gram building —
hie lived there. He would
ge to Union Station fer a
shower, at least once &
week,

Perhaps the most signif-
ivant event at Laugh-O-
Gram was Walt taming a
mouse and keeping him as
2 pet. He said many rimes
that while he slept in his
studio, he would be awak-
ened by mice taking the
rermains of his employees’
Turches from a wire waste-
basket. Walt began 10 put
food out for the rodents
and found that one littte
mausc scemed to be brav-
er than the others.

Walt tamed hirm, and the

mause would play oo
‘Walt's drawing board, He
lived in 2 drawer of Walt's
desk, and later in & small
cage- Five years latcr, when
Welt lost the rights to bis
tharacter Oswald the Lucky
Rabblt, it was that fitlle
moase in Kansas C|ty that

‘donzal character, Mickey.
The company Walt con-
tracted with te make cac-
toons went bankeupt, fore-
Ing his own company into
dire financial straits. His
last atterapt to save Laugh-
O-Gramn was an ambitious
preduction he cajled *Alie-
¢'s Car d.” He had

that the same little gird
who appeated in the pilot
episade would continue to
play the character. Walt
persuaded Virginia's par-
ents to maeve to Los An-
geles 50 she could contin-
ue in the rale.

As the Dispey Brothers
studio began to make
money, Walt called on his
old friends in Kansas City
1o join him. Ub Jwerks was.
the first to do so, Hugh
‘Harman, Rudy Ising, Friz
Freleng and others fol-
Towed

After working with Dis-
ney, Harmen and Ising
barame the founding ani-
mators at Warner Bros.,
and then did the same at
Meiro-Goldwyn-Mayer,
Along the way, they
trained Rill Hanna and Joo
Barbera to animate, Yotng
1sadore “Friz” Freleng
worked for Disney brietly
and later became ene of
the most important cre-
ative forces at Wamer
Bras.

met 4-year-old Virginia
Davis while he worked at
the Kansas City Filr: Ad
Service. He recognized her
innate talent and charm.
He cast her as Alice in
what he hoped would
besome & mrcessful series.
of carteons in which she,
a5 2 Eve-action character,
interacted with cartoont
characters.

Walt began to corres-
pord with Margaret Win-
Kler, the pation’s foremost
distributor of animated
aprtpans. She was favar-
ably impressed with the
unfinished Alice comedy
Walt sent her.

Walt was forced to take
‘bankruptey himself in the
late summer of 1923, He
Tiquidated the asscis of his
lirdke company and headed
west, buying a first-class
ticket on the Santa Fe
Railway. iis brether Roy
adviced Walt 1o resume
what he knew best: pro-
ducing animated fllms.

0z Oct. 16, 1923, Win-
Kler offered him = contract
to praduze the “Alice Co-
wedies," on the condition

virtuatly the entire Hol-
Igwood animation indust-
1y, from its earHest years
through the mididle of the
20th centary, was founded
by animators who got their
start working in

City.

For many years, Thank
You Walt Diszrey Inc. has
worked 1o preserve and
restere the Laugh-0-Gram
building, which is Iisted on
the Natonal Register of
Histeric Places, It wonid
heve been demolished
long sgo If not for out
efforts,

‘We are working 1o re-
store the bullding to be-
come a place where young
FKansag City animators will
once again leam thefr craft
i the digital age, and also
10 create 2 museum ellfing
the amazing story of how
Hallywood animation
Pegan in ared brick build-
ing at 31st and Forest in
Kansas City.

Dan Viets is gresident of the
502(¢}(3) nonprofic Thank
You Walt Diskey Inc., at
tharkyouwalidisney.org
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THERES HO CASH
N THE BATK.

THEWRE ON HIGH ALERT
EEFANSE WE HAUE A
FULL TANK OF GAS.

Now is not time to go
tentative on military
aid for Ukraine

BY GEORGE F. WILL
Téur Washingron Post

“If you start to take
Vienna, take Vierna” -
Napoteen, repartediy
WASHINGTON

A prolific maker of wid-
ows, orphans and history,
Mapolean was a war savant
whounderstood the perils
of tentativeness. As 1.5,
znd allicd weapens - in-
choding information - are
wielded by Ukraine against
a Russia that aspires 1o be
rampant in its region, the
miifitary aed diplomatic
dangers of hesitancy are
mounting.

The annual World Eco-
nomic Forum in Davos,
Syyitzerland, eams some of
the devislon it receives
{“Where billionaires tell
millionaires what the mid-
dle class is thinking”), but
m:camna]!y it puts 2 world
ieader in & usefut spotlight,
hence an the spot. Oo May
26, German Chancelior
Olaf Scholz told the forum:
The world “experienced a
" when Russia

SHORT TAKE: THE PRO-TRUMP MEDIA

Now that the House
conunittee examining the
Jax. § insurrection has
announced the first of six
hearings set to begin this
weelk, Donald Trump and
his allies are gearing up
far & major medis posh in

and lies, designed to dupe
GOP vorers into seeing
themselves as the hear-
ings’ victims and to pol-
Fute the informatien envi-
toument so the media
activates its worst both-
sides instinces.

response, Axinc describes The ruse is to project
thisasa caunlerprogmm ss\agger ara time when
wing” of the wilk d
presentation. ﬂ1e national spotlight with
That’sa puljxe way to a powerful tale of Trum-
say that Trump's propa- pian violence and treach-
gandists will flood the Y.
media zone with a rancid Yei this effort does
rush of disinformation point to 2 big challenge

BLITZ AHEAD

Democrats face with these
hearings: It shows that
large swaths of the GOP
and conservative estab-
lishment have funda-
metitally invested in fall-
blowa denial that Trump's
effort to destroy our con-
atitmtional arder requires
any serious national reck-
oning

That, in furn, eoukl
make a meaningful break-
theough harder for these
fsearings 10 achieve,

Greg Sargeny, The Wash-
fngton Post

invaded Ukraine, This will
“end Germany and Eu-

Eurcpean Union.

Scholz's thunderous
words mcluded: “We have
an urequivocal message for
ouor allies: You can rely on
Germany!” And: “For the
first time ever, Germaay is
supplying atms to 2 war
zone - including heavy
weapons.” Words are,

tolerance.

The United States’ choice
roday is different. The
country's poiential gaing
Erom stistaining Uktaine’s
valerous expenditure of its
bicod are erormous. After
visiting Kyiv, Hotse Speak-
er Nancy Pelosi said on
Iay 1 that the Usited
States Is “with Ukraine
until victory is won.” Victo-
2 should have two ele-
ments.

One is that combat ends
with Russiz diminished -
more militarily valnerable,

however, unable bl
Ulaaine to defeat Russia’s
patent aim of piecemesl
dismemberment of it. The
Wall Street Journal repotts
that Germany has not sent
tanks to Ukraime, bas not
et sent to Poiznd and the
Czech Republic the prom-
ised weapons toreplace the
tanks those nations have
semnt to Ukraine, Germany,
the Joumnal reports, has
“agreed to ship” sever
haavy areillery piccss, but
Europe’s largest cconpmy
has actually sent military
aid worth just $215 miliion
- less than Estonia’s contri-
bution.

In his 1951 speech to
Congress after President
Harry S. Truman relieved
himn of conunand in the
Korean War, Gen. Douglas
MacArthur proclaimed:
“There 15 no substinme for

rope’s dependence aneper-  victory.” Actually, there are
gy imports from Russia™ gradations of victory, hence
“We cannet allow Putin to  there were substitutes for
win bis war,” sowemust  victory 2s Americans -
“make it clear to Putin that  fresh from a world war
there will be no victor's concluded by unconditional
peace.” surrenders - then undes-
Arother German, Ursala  stood it In December 1952,
von der Leyen, pr:s\dcnr of  what President-slect
the Eyropean C Dwight D. Eisent W,
says Ukzaine “must win™ hunched fn a tny plane
because it iz “one ofus.” flying over the Korean
She thereby supplied the front, confixmed his in-
answer to the foolish gues-  tuition: Military victory
tion of whether Ukraine - would require effusions of
geographically, the largest  blood disproportionate 10
nation located entirely m  any V.5, geopalitical gain -
Enrope —balongs in the and beyond Ameticans’

and inrermationally dis-
dained than it was whei its
aggression began. This has
peen achieved, but the
achievernent must be pre-
served by a second ¢le-
ment:

Never mind war repara-
1iens; War-Crime prose-
cutions; the remrn of UkTai-
nian territory previcusty
annexed by Russia, such ag
Lrimea; or even the end of
Ruossion mischief in Ukrai-
nian regions with large
Russian-speaking pop-
ulations. What matiers in
prevmﬁng Scholz's “vie-
1or’s peace” is restoration
of the {albait unttdy} ge-
ographic status quo of Feb.
24,

Putin wanted o restere
his nation's swagger. Rus-
sia now Bmps into 2
shrunken furure as a moral
pariah, its sumbling mil-
itary in the shadow of an
enlarged NATO. Gideon
Rachman of the Financial
Times reports U.5. esti-
ates that Ruseia has lost
about 1,000 tanks, that
shartages of components
have foreed two tank man-
ufacturers to halt produc-
tion and thar Russia’s semni-
conductor shertage is so
severe they are “using
compriter chips from dish-
washers and refrigerators
in military equipment.”
‘This is the time to increase

Ukraine's sting.

ALTERNATE IDEAS: Subscribers ¢an find expanded editorial and commentary celumns on the
issues of the day in the eEdition’s Xtra Opinion pages by going 1o kansascity.com/eedition.




